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the Pledge from your mind* If you do not provide the rising
generation with an effective remedy against the excesses of autho-
rity, you will let loose the powers of vengeance and the doctrines
of the Little Bengal Cult of violence will spread with a rapid-
ity which all will deplore, Repression answers only so long as
you can overawe people* But even cowards have been known
to exhibit extraordinary courage under equally extraordinary
stress. In offering the remedy of self-suffering which is one meaning
of satyagraha, I follow the spirit of our civilization and present
the young portion with a remedy of which he need never despair*

The papers are to be treated as confidential. After the receipt
of a reply from the Viceroy, I may be able to authorize publi-
cation* The wire to the Viceroy is not to be published at all, I have
supplied you with a copy because I entertain much regard for your
opinion* Will you please share this letter with Sir Narayan1?

You will presently see my letter to the Press on the South
African situation* There perhaps there will be agreement between
you and me that if the Government proclaim their helplessness, we
must offer satyagraha and prevent the impending ruin of the
countrymen in South Africa,

From the manuscript of Mahadev DesaPa Diary* Courtesy: Narayan Desai

.   LETTER TO SIR STANLEY REED*

February 25, 1919

It is not without some hesitation that I am sending the en-
closed papers to you.   But I feel that the right course for me to
adopt is not to withhold them from you*  Probably you will totally
disagree with me as to my opinion of the Bills as also the method
proposed to be adopted for securing redress*   I will not argue
about the matter because I can carry the argument no further
than I have done in my telegram to the Viceroy*
All the papers are confidential
I shall value your frank opinion in the matter.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary* Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 Sir N. G. Ghandavarkar, social reformer  and judge of   the   Bombay
High Court; presided over the Gongrcis sesiion at Lahore in 1900
2 Editor, Th* Tims qflndh